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Foster Care Teens
Personal Care Items  

We are still collecting
"Personal Care Items"
for teens in foster care
throughout the year.
Items for both male
and female teens are
being collected in the
bin just outside our
youth room. These
items will be sorted into
personal bags and
given to DCS to be
distributed to teens
who may not even
have their own tooth
brush or comb.
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This Week's Bible Verse

Matthew 7:21-23

Sunday

What is repentance?

Last week, we continued about how we can live our
best life in 2023 and beyond. We reviewed how we
need to renew our minds and keep Satan from
influencing our thoughts to cause us to doubt God.

This week we found that Satan isn't the only one who
can influence our thoughts. Other people, friends,
family, even other Christians, can influence our
thoughts and cause us to doubt what God has
promised us and has already given us.

We said that seems like it would be the perfect plan for
Satan to have Christians cause other Christians to
doubt God and what He has promised us.

We talked about hearing street preachers or even
some Church Pastors teach that without repenting of
our sins, there is no forgiveness. They say that salvation
comes only from believing in Jesus AND stop sinning.

We looked at Matthew 7:21-23 where Jesus is telling
those who do works in His name that He never knew
them. That's really the heart of the main issue that Jesus
had with the Pharisees.
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21 “Not everyone who
says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
will enter the kingdom
of heaven, but only the
one who does the will
of my Father who is in

heaven. 22 Many will
say to me on that day,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name
and in your name drive
out demons and in your
name perform many

miracles?’ 23 Then I will
tell them plainly, ‘I
never knew you. Away
from me, you
evildoers!’

----------------------

Visit our
​website here!

The Pharisees then and the self-righteous modern day
Pharisees who call themselves Christians focus on their
great works in Jesus' name but they have no
relationship with Him. They are focused on repentant
behavior and not on repentant faith. They never knew
Jesus, they just knew what they did in His name.

We said that these people misuse the word 'repent'
and end up turning it into a Law for Christians to follow.
From self-centered religious fanatics to angry street
preachers to even some Christians you may know, the
word 'REPENT' has been used to influence the thoughts
of countless Christians into believing that they are NOT
truly saved and do NOT deserve the abundant life that
God promised us.

They shout things like "you never truly repented, you're
not saved". This mentality has driven people away from
God and is exactly what the Pharisees were doing.

Repent is found in the Bible and Jesus even tells us to
repent but the confusion comes from the translations
and different meanings for the word, along with taking
the use of the word in scripture out of context.

The truth is that the majority of scriptural references to
the word repent mean to have a "Change of belief "
(change of mind, change of thoughts). By repenting in
faith (belief) from not believing you have been
forgiven in Jesus to believing that you have been
forgiven in Jesus you have been saved. Believing in
Jesus is a change in belief or repentance.

We mentioned that there are some Churches that
teach that you are not truly forgiven unless you stop
sinning. There are even other Churches that teach that
if you continue to sin after being saved, God will turn
His back on you and you will lose your salvation.

Just like modern day Pharisees, they are focused on
our external actions rather than our internal belief in
our heart. They have confused our saving forgiveness
with "how to be forgiven" even though Jesus makes the
how very clear in John 3:16... Believe!

We said that it's important to learn about how people
can misuse the word 'repent' because they can
influence our thoughts and cause us to doubt that
God has really forgiven us and to doubt that God has
already given us everything we need to have an
abundantly awesome life and to actually doubt who
we are as children of God.

We said that (with help from the Holy Spirit) we
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absolutely do still need to try to repent as an action to
do our best to stop sinning because sin is never a good
thing and it can keep us from having the good life
God has planned for us. But, we are already saved by
the grace of God the moment we accept Jesus as our
Lord and Savior and believe He died for our sins and
that can never, ever, be taken away.

Next time, we'll be looking at how these self-righteous
modern day Pharisees can misuse the word repent
using specific examples of scripture taken out of
context and how we can defend ourselves from them.

NEW!!!
Coffee Q&A with Michelle

has moved to Sundays!

Join us in the Youth Room every Sunday, after 1st service, for refreshments in a
casual atmosphere for an opportunity for you and your friends to ask questions
and discuss answers to your most pressing questions about God, Jesus, the Bible,
other Religions, Christianity, or just about Life in general.
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