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We are always
collecting "Personal"Personal
Care Items"Care Items" for teens in
foster care throughout
the year. Items for both
male and female teens
are being collected in
the bin just outside our
youth room. These
items will be sorted into
personal bags and
given to DCS to be
distributed to teens
who may not even
have their own tooth
brush or comb.
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1 John 4:201 John 4:20

SundaySunday
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Last Sunday we discussed how we are to share the
Gospel and God's Word with a world that doesn't really
want to hear it and we looked at some reasons why
maybe they don't want to hear it.

We said that the environment we live in has become
so divided and ungodly that it makes it difficult to
stand up for our faith and share God's Word with the
sinful world in which we must live without offending
somebody driving them away.

We watched a short video by Rob Bell (link below)
where he talks about a guy with a bullhorn screaming
scriptures and threatening crowds of people with
eternal damnation for their sins if they don't repent.

We discussed our own experiences with people like
this on college campuses, busy downtown areas,
outside public events, etc. or even online in social
media, TV, radio, or even some Churches and
concluded that this method of sharing God's Word
doesn't seem to work at all. Nobody stops to hear
more or take a pamphlet. They seem to just stir up
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20 Whoever claims to
love God yet hates a
brother or sister is a liar.
For whoever does not
love their brother and
sister, whom they have
seen, cannot love
God, whom they have
not seen.
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trouble and people actually even try to avoid them.

We said that not only do people not care about what
they're saying, it also hurts the general perception of
Christians and of Jesus' message of salvation. We
discussed a few other things that hurt people's
perception of Christians and listed what some of those
negative perceptions are.

We agreed that these negative perceptions that
people have of Christians is not caused by our belief or
even the message but by our actions as Christians.

We said that people like the Bullhorn Guy seem very
knowledgeable about scripture. They seem to honestly
believe that they are doing what Jesus has told us all
to do and they seem to be very passionate about it.
But, would Jesus agree with what they are doing?

We compared them to some similar people we've
read about in the Bible, the Pharisees. We looked at
Jesus having it out with the Pharisees in Matthew 23Matthew 23.
Just like today's "modern day Pharisees" (The Bullhorn
Guy) they were more concerned with outward
appearances of being righteous while teaching God's
Law but they did not Love God and they actually
drove people away from God.

We decided that Jesus would have just as big an issue
with today's "Pharisees" as He did in His time. They
teach God's Law but do not love God because they
do not show love for all people and instead drive them
away from God.

We looked in 1 John 4:201 John 4:20 to see, as Rob said in the
video, that if we do not have love for each other,
everyone, we cannot have love for God who loves
everyone regardless of who they are, what they
believe, or what they have done.

We said that the world is just as messed up today and
it's just as much a challenge to share Jesus' message
as it was when Jesus Himself was sharing it.

So, we decided that the best way to share the Good
News of the Gospel with the world is to look to Jesus as
our example. Not so much by what He was saying but
more by how He acted.

Jesus didn't threaten or judge people or yell and
condemn them for their sinful ways. He simply loved
them, all of them, and He showed His love by His
actions and by how He lived.
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We pointed out that while Jesus did love everyone that
doesn't mean that He agreed with their sinful ways, or
participated or even accepted their sin as being
good.

We should never participate in or accept others' sin as
being good but by loving them and showing them
God's love by our own behavior and by being an
example of Jesus with the lives we live, people are
more likely to see all the positive aspects of following
Jesus rather than accepting negative perceptions.

They will be more likely to actually listen and to hear
God's Word when it is spoken with love at the center.

God IS love and when we love others we love God.God IS love and when we love others we love God.

Nooma Episode 9 BullhornNooma Episode 9 Bullhorn

Special Guest!Special Guest!
Don't miss Sunday July 30th for our special guest teacher.

Coffee Q&A with MichelleCoffee Q&A with Michelle
after 1st service after 1st service Every Sunday!Every Sunday!

Join usJoin us in the Youth Roomin the Youth Room every Sunday, every Sunday, after 1st serviceafter 1st service, for refreshments in a
casual atmosphere for an opportunity for you and your friends to ask questions
and discuss answers to your most pressing questions about God, Jesus, the Bible,
other Religions, Christianity, or just about Life in general.
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