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Parable of the Bags of Gold

Last Sunday, we talked about another one of Jesus'
parables, The Parable of the Bags of Gold (or Talents)
found in Matthew 25:14-30. We talked about how
different translations use different words for money and
how Luke 19:11-27 even tells the story a little differently
but they all basically tell the same story with basically
the same meaning.

Foster Care Teens We started by reading the entire parable, from
Personal Care ltems beginning to end, then discussing the parts. First, We
We are always said that Jesus tells this parable to His Disciples to help
collecting "Personal prepare them for what is to come. We said that the
Care ltems" for teens in Master represents God and the Servants represent us.
foster care throughout

the year. Items for both We said that no matter which translation you read, the
male and female teens amount that the Master gave to the Servants was an
are being collected in unimaginable amount of wealth. We said that since

the bin just outside our the Master represents God, we can consider the


mailto:chris@1youthministry.com
http://www.1youthministry.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ahwatukeeyouth
http://www.1youthministry.org/lessons/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=200561e5-f40c-4977-b26b-342a0ed9b69b

youth room. These
items will be sorted into
personal bags and
given to DCS to be
distributed to teens
who may not even
have their own tooth
brush or comb.

This Week's Bible Verse

Matthew 25:14-30
14w again, it will be like a
man going on a journey,
who called his servants and
enfrusted his wealth to
them. 15 To one he gave
five bags of gold, to
another two bags, and to
another one bag, each
according to his ability.
Then he went on his journey.
16 The man who had
received five bags of gold
went at once and put his
money to work and gained
five bags more. 17 So also,
the one with two bags of
gold gained two more.

18 But the man who had
received one bag went off,
dug a hole in the ground
and hid his master's money.
19 “After a long time the
master of those servants
refurned and settled
accounts with them. 20 The
man who had received five
bags of gold brought the
other five. ‘Master,” he said,
‘you entrusted me with five
bags of gold. See, | have
gained five more.’ 21 *His
master replied, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant!
You have been faithful with
a few things; | will put you in
charge of many things.
Come and share your
master's happiness!’ 22 “The
man with two bags of gold
also came. ‘Master,” he

said, ‘'you enfrusted me with

money or wealth as God's unimaginable amount of
blessings that He gives to each of us.

We also noticed that the Master did not give equally
just as God does not give His blessings equally. He
gives to each of us according to our ability.

So God blesses each of us differently and just as the
Master, He expects us to do something with them.
Each of the servants was given according to his ability
along with everything they needed to double the
amount they were given. Just as God gives us
blessings, according to our ability, with everything we
need to double them (or more) in His name for His
Glory.

Many times we find ourselves being more concerned
with what others have than in what God has given us.
When we understand that God gives each of us
whatever we need to accomplish His goal for us we
find that we always have what we need to do what
God needs us to do.

The servants who received the 5 bags and 2 bags
each "put the money to work" and they had what they
needed to double the amount they were given. The
servant who received 1 bag was also given what he
needed to double his amount but this servant was too
afraid and hid the money instead.

When the Master returned and saw that the first two
servants had doubled the amount given to them, he
was very pleased and told them

"Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been
faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of many
things. Come and share your master’'s happiness!"

When he saw that the third servant did nothing with
his, he was very angry with him and said
"You wicked, lazy servant!"

The first two servants had a relationship of frust with the
Master and they knew to use the money wisely to
make more. The third servant didn't have that same
relationship and so was afraid and hid the money.

We said that the third, unfaithful, servant didn't lose or
waste the Master's gold. He returned the same one
bag that he was given. But, what he did waste was the
opportunity that he was given.

God blesses us as we are able to be frusted fo use the
opportunity wisely. When we prove ourselves to be




two bags of gold; see, |
have gained two more.’

23 “His master replied, ‘Well
done, good and faithful
servant! You have been
faithful with a few things; |
will put you in charge of
many things. Come and
share your master’s
happiness!’ 24 “Then the
man who had received one
bag of gold came. ‘Master,’
he said, ‘I knew that you
are a hard man, harvesting
where you have not sown
and gathering where you
have not scattered seed.
2 So | was afraid and went
out and hid your gold in the
ground. See, here is what
belongs to you.’ 26 “His
master replied, ‘You
wicked, lazy servant! So you
knew that | harvest where |
have not sown and gather
where | have not scattered
seed? 27 Well then, you
should have put my money
on deposit with the
bankers, so that when |
returned | would have
received it back with
interest. 2 "'So take the
bag of gold from him and
give it to the one who has
fen b<:xgs.29 For whoever
has will be given more, and
they will have an
abundance. Whoever does
not have, even what they
have will be tfaken from
them. 30 And throw that
worthless servant outside,
into the darkness, where
there will be weeping and

gnashing of teeth.’

Visit our
website herel

trustworthy with whatever we've been given, He
blesses us with even more.

When we don't have faith/trust in God we become
afraid to use the opportunity showing that we are not
frustworthy with what we've been given.

We asked how many times we are given the
opportunity to share the Gospel with someone but we
are afraid of their reaction or of what they may think
about use How many times do we have the
opportunity to stand firm in our Christian faith but
choose not to for fear of being judged?¢ How many
times are we given the opportunity to serve but are
afraid we aren't ready or may do it wrong or say that
we don't have time?

Jesus is telling His Disciples (and us) to not allow fear to
keep us from wisely using whatever opportunities God
gives them to help share the goodness of God with
others, don't hide in fear. He is telling them that God
gives us whatever we need to accomplish His goals for
us and when we use them wisely, He gives us more.

God gives us many blessings with the opportunity to
choose to use them wisely and share them with others
or to hide and keep them fto ourselves.

In other words, we are blessed to be a blessing to
others and when we do, God blesses us with even
more so that we can bless others even more.

So no matter what God blesses you with, whether it is
money, possessions, intellect, health, a special talent,
or whatever. trust God and choose to use it wisely to
bring glory to God. When you show you can be trusted
with little, you will be given a lof.

So, the point of the parable really has nothing o do
with Gold or riches. The main point is we are to trust
God and use whatever opportunities we have been
given for His purposes and to grow in our faith. Clearly,
God wants us to invest in our lives and not waste them.

Do this and one day God will say to you.

"Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been
faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of
many things. Come and share your master’s
happiness!"
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1 Youth: Coffee Q&A With Michelle

Pre-Service Coffee Q&A
Sundays at 2:00am

Sundéys at 9:00am in the Youth Room

Join us in the Youth Room every Sunday, starting at 2:00am, for refreshments in a
casual atmosphere for an opportunity for you and your friends to ask questions
and discuss answers to your most pressing questions about God, Jesus, the Bible,
other Religions, Christianity, or just about Life in general.
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